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(] XTEBXTLERAMN MM LERFX, WS M. Wolfram Eberhard, Cin'in Simal Komgular: (% F 81 : Tirk Tarih me
Basimevi, 1996); Isenbike Togan, Giilnar Kara, f Cahide Baysal, Cin kaynaklarinda Tiirkler: Eski T'ang Tarihi, Chiu T d"l"”"‘

“Turkler” béliimi : Agiklamals Metin Negri ( £-RHL : Tirk Tarih Kurumu, 2006); Edouard Chavannes, Bati Tirkleri, Tarih Dizisi (4
Selenge, 2007); Mau Tsai Liu, Cin Kaynaklarina Gére Dogu Tiirkleri, Tarih Dizisi ( %2-KH : Selenge, 2007).

(2] Isenbike Togan, { R FHEM MY R IEHE S RMH:: RABATF SR BT, LA EEIR™ 15) Flexibility and Limitation
Steppe Formations: The Kerait Khanate and Chinggis Khan, The Ottoman Empire and Its Heritage 15 (Leiden: Brill, 1998).
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TE 82 X 33 B 1) 46 FUSC A (80 8 T LA iEA T RAEE , T S b O B FT LA BA 5238 S FALAR,
(RARE) ™ RRF L PN EERRM, ZBhHEILRE T+ =te. X B FEHBTRAAS
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IR (RS EE) ¥ R HKEF S 0 B —MRFRE. B TREXFIR. SRM2 B4, Hib
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(3) AGE, (Li2) (LR PE$M, 2005); @DE, The Grand Scribe’s Records: The Memoirs of Pre-Han China, trans. Tsai Fa
Cheng (Bloomington: EN# 24 K4 HARH, 1994); FIGiE, Records of the Grand Historian, trans. Burton Watson ( £124: WM& HLTF K%
AR, 2011),

[4) BXBIAE, ( =+ - HAERL) : (LI BE$BR, 2000), BKFEE, Historical Records of the Five Dynasties, trans. Richard Davis,
2nd ed. (A#4: WELLTE K2t ARA:, 2013),

(5] DUBAESMY: KM%, (FIH) (JLH: PEHR, 1976). KBRS M: John E. Hill, Through the Jade Gate to Rome: A Study of
the Silk Routes During the Later Han Dynasty 1st to 2nd Centuries CE : An Annotated Translation of the Chronicle on the “Western Regions"
in the Hou Hanshu (Hill, John E. { AE[1XB|B 5 KN 12 HENLAZBTR, ERBFTRAERFE) ) (Seatle:
BookSurge Publishing, 2009). +H3{i#f%, BM: Ayse Onat, Cin Kaynaklarinda Tirkler: Han Hanedam Tarihinde “Bati Bolgeleri,” Tiirk
Tarihinin Kaynaklan 4 ( %§41: Tirk Tarih Kurumu, 2012).

(6] DUFRE RSO0 X, (M), 2004, —HmEE: (LI FEBR, 1975). BT LEIGEMSE, CBEH) B4R b%FOR
X Edouard Chavannes, Documents Sur Les Tou-kiue (Turcs) Occidentaux (Paris: Librairie d'Amerique et d'Orient, 1942); Mau Tsai Liu, Die
chinesischen Nachrichten zur Geschichte der Ost-Tiirken, Géttinger Asiatische Forschungen 10 (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz Verlag, 1958).

1) BURARERES0: kO, (— I - k) ¢ (ALK FEBR, 2000)
(8] (MM ) TUFRIEIESHE: AN, WUS, BFEE , H—AL, PRLFERREAT CILR: PEBR, 2014),

O] (ko) FRMERSM: FXME, BXED, (KeESRIE). B 1R, PEEFERARMT (LR hEBRM,
1986 ),

alart Konferans S5

E— S



B S R R LANRAR KR PRI X

BRI R IU Y L0 N 8 1 R B S RO B 2 gty Yiny
R WREHRNTIS RN I A AL 06 Ongghes ). W MR, g
RIERENR), TSR NBR TN SRSANRI, BHEY A RERERE, 1y, Ay
WE, ROE RN AR RNt A M 5 B ( Onggtis) MO A BRUCZSh, gy
SRR A RO A AR NI RSSO P BRI

RTRBENRRRERZH, DR AR P @R X TR SRR WEER 2y
RFMRIER. W XARBERTIRR D URBRROTLRE G, Rty
RMERNS, RONTR SRS, BT XTFRMI LT EREROENE, gy,
FLAR R 74 G AN AR B M (e ).

PR I T IR R R VR0 T MR R BTN g,
B XFREWHEUUCRIEER M MERBONE, BIIRIOBETRRE LR g,
KK, TEREERRBEY ASHFE, BRNERLPHRRIFIREER. TE, Bagr,
WRBNEE, RRRT IR BN R R R ER, TN s g -
REWE, N ORDWIRTRD, R, Bt BT WIS, BT SRR 5o x
ROEARNAR. T2 MR RIBH XS BORRNSHAUTEOME, apy

SXMRRRRAOIMUITERW, EALFRHKU, MR EORKAIERET L VRO Rty
L LLT TR VT

SR
WL ERNER[(WEREIEE. AT RATREFFRE | LR NP IWERSHR
SThL 2009

Chavannes, Edouard. Bati Tiirkleri, Tarih Dizisi, -4 - Selenge, 2007.

- Documents Sur Les Tou-kiue (Turcs) Occidentaux. Paris: Librairie d’ Amerique et d’ Orieat,
1942,

Eberhard, Wolfram. Cin ‘in $imal Komgular. %41 : Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi, 1996.
o WM. FW OADN. XK. (BUHB) , Jem. PEER , 1976,

(0] (MXHEPE) LEREGUNFABRESHE - Deya

Peog. RBEWREE I [Heida Shilue Jiaozhu] (24 : = HAZHEY:
2014X, Yesnzhong Cao, B8t &5 3 [ MBLE R LHRERREH R Ry 1 (JE3 : JE3 Airusheng shu]z;ml BRSO, 200
&? Mmm&nuguqmﬁi—ly‘ "Hammmuonmrm";mmwmﬂw
iu: “Polmoye opisanive Mongoio-Tatar " : faksimile ksilografa: Meng Da Bei-tu: “Full description of the Mongol-Tatar”: facsimile woob)

(1] SRR, BB, kN (LR PEBR 1981).
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Dynasty Ist to 2nd Centuries CE : An Annotated Translation of the Chronicle on the “Western Regions .
in the Hou Hanshu. Seatle: BookSurge Publishing, 2009.

- BB MRB, (RAEEK), B0, PE e A AT, L R,
2014,

» Liu, Mau Tsai. Cin Kaynaklarina Gére Dogu Tiirkleri, Tarih Dizisi, %241 : Selenge, 2007.

Die chinesischen Nachrichten zur Geschichte der Ost-Tiirken, Gbttinger Asiatische
Forschungen 10. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz Verlag, 1958.

« X, CIEHEH) , 2008, (=+ms) . dest: pHB7, 1975,

© TR, EXE. (CREEBRIE) 8 14 FE Q% RARMAT, LI RER,
1986.

* Olbricht, Peter, and Elisabeth Pinks. Meng-Ta Pei Lu Und Hei-Ta Shih-Liieh: Chinesische

Gesandtenberichte Uber Die Frithen Mongolen 1221 Und 1237. 4% %: Erich Haenisch. Asiatische
Forschungen 56. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1980.

» Onat, Ayse. Cin Kaynaklarinda Tiirkler: Han Hanedam Tarihinde “Bat Bélgeleri.” Tiirk Tarihinin
Kaynaklan 4. Z-R$I : Tiirk Tarih Kurumu, 2012.

o EKRME, (BBRERLE), XM 2MKFEHEH, 2014,
o A GiE. $ic . Burton Watson ¥ . 414): FHME T K2E M ARAL , 2011.

The Grand Scribe’s Records: The Memoirs of Pre-Han China. Tsai Fa Cheng #
Bloomington: Ef#E &4 K ¥ H AL , 1994.

. ADE, (£i2), = FEHR, 2005
.« SRk, (=tHms-gus), dEE: R, 2000.

« Togan, Isenbike. Flexibility and Limitation in Steppe Formations: The Kerait Khanate and Chinggis
Khan. The Ottoman Empire and Its Heritage 15. Leiden: Brill, 1998.

+ Togan, Isenbike, Giilnar Kara, and Cahide Baysal. Cin kaynaklarinda Tiirkler: Eski T'ang Tarihi,
Chiu T’ang-shu, 194A : “Tiirkler” boliimii : Agiklamali Metin Negri. %R 4L : Tiirk Tarih Kurumu, 2006,

. BREME, (FARHE) , Richard Davis %, B2R, A% R HTER¥EHRM, 2013,
. — (oAms - FEAKE) , L PERR, 2000,
. Epmmir, (FWR) . FMBARE, 5. B/, 1981,

+ Zhao, Hong, Guoxiong Wang, and Hong Meng. Man-0a 63ii-ny: “Ilonnoe onucanue Monzono-
Tamap” : daxcumune xcunozpaga [Men-da bey-lu: “Polnoye opisaniye Mongolo-Tatar” : faksimile
ksilografa: Meng Da Bei-lu: “Full description of the Mongol-Tatar": facsimile woodcut]. Lazar Isaevich
Duman 438 . Nikolai Munkuev % . 3O¥i#} : Nauka, 1975.
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TURKS IN THE CHINESE SOURCES BETWEEN THy
COLLAPSE OF THE UIGHUR QAGHANATE AND THE
RISE OF THE MONGOL EMPIRE

Kubilay Atik!"

Turkic peoples have been an important player in the political and cultural arena of Agj, g
very early times onwards. Despite the fact that Turkic peoples have used different scripts to Write
their own language and have left us many important materials, the majority of the sources relyeq b
the history of the Turks remain to be in languages other than Turkic dialects. Among these, Chines,
sources have an important place both for being among the earliest known records regarding the Ty,
peoples and for being meticulous about the political, social and economic structures of the Tur;
societies.

The history of the Turkic peoples has been studied widely both in China and Turkey as well 5
the west for the period covering the Tang dynasty. Most of the primary and secondary sources have
been translated into Turkish from Chinese or from the translations in other languages.? In addition
to these translations, there have been numerous publications as well as dissertations on the Kok Tiirk
and Uighur Qaghanates in Turkey beginning from the early years of the republic. Unfortunately, he
history of the Turkic peoples in East Asia after the collapse of the Uighur Qaghanate as a result of te
Kyrgyz invasions has not been studied in detail both in Turkey and abroad. The history of the Turkic
peoples has been approached as the “history of the great men”. Since the influx of Turkic peoples
westwards towards Central Asia, Iran, Southern Russia, and Anatolia, the majority of studies on i
history of the Turks shifted towards the new dynasties established by the Turkic peoples in the wes
whereas some tribes speaking Turkic dialects remained in East Asia and can still be found in P®
of Mongolia and southern Siberia though in small numbers. One of the few precious studies about
the Turkic tribes in East Asia for this period is Isenbike Togan’s Flexibility and Limitations in Stpk

{1] Nevgehir Hac1 Bektag Veli University, Department of History
f: Tk w

[2] For translations of the Tang sources on the Turks into Turkish see: Wolfram Eberhard, Cin'in $imal Koms ( Chi Tang?
u
(%

Kurumu Basimevi, 1996); Isenbike Togan, Giilnar Kara, and Cahide Baysal, Cin kaynaklarinda Tiirkler: Eski T’ang Tarihi
1944 : “Tirkler” bilimi : Agiklamals Metin Negri ( %4 : Tiirk Tarih Kurumu, 2006); Edouard Chavannes, Baf Tirklert,
41 : Selenge, 2007); Mau Tsai Liu, Cin Kaynaklarina Gére Dogu Tiirkleri, Tarih Dizisi (ZEHL : Selenge, 2007).
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fions™ which observ.es the Kerait tribe. But the general interest on the Turkic tribes who did not
wablish dynastics or empires after the 9 century is very limited. One of the reasons is the historian’s
es oach 10 the past events. as the story of great men. But when dealing with Jinggis Khan and the
e of the Mongol!l.n Empire, -the role that the T1'1rkxc tnl?es ?vho remained in East Asia and played a
ey important r.olc in the forging of the I\flongol:an Empire is mostly overlooked. The same is valid
o the Khitan Liao Dymsty who took their brides from the Uighur Xiao clan. The Uighurs’ role on
the establishment of the Liao Dynasty and later on the Jin and especially the Yuan dynasties have been
limited mostly to the Yuan dynasty. Therefore, a research on the Turkic tribes who remained on the
Fast Asian steppe stretching from Manchuria to the Altai mountains would help to fill a gap and have
2 more comprehensive approach to the history of not only the Turkic peoples but also the eastern
section of the silk road.

One of the most valuable and important and perhaps the most well-known type of the Chinese
sources is the official histories. Among these, the only official histories to be translated into other
languages are the Shiji of Sima Qian and the New History of the Five Dynasties of Bk # © . Other
than these two official histories, parts of Hou Hanshul®! , Jiu Tangshul”! | and Yuanshi® have been
translated into different languages as far as the nomadic tribes to the north of China are concerned.
The focus of the studies on these official histories are mostly the monographies or zhuan ( f£ ) as
they are called in Chinese. An official history has certain sections and benji ( & £ ) or the veritable
records act as the chronicles of a dynasty’s rulers beginning from the founder and ending with the
collapse of the dynasty. The benji in some cases can give us clues about the role that the Turkic tribes
played as secondary political actors on the steppe during especially the Liao and Jin dynasties. During
this period, we see Tatar, Uighur and other Turkic tribes actively sending envoys to the Liao and later
the Jin courts and allying or fighting against these dynasties. The Uighurs allied with the Khitans
against the Tangut Xi Xia state, and later on became vassals to the Jin state but also continued to keep

[3] Isenbike Togan, Flexibility and Limitation in Steppe Formations: The Kerait Khanate and Chinggis Khan, The Ottoman Empire and Its
Heritage 15 (Leiden: Brill, 1998).

(4] Sima Qian, $i2 [Shiji: Historical Records] (L3 : F 443/ , 2005); FLE , The Grand Scribe’s Records: The Memoirs of Pre-Han
China, trans. Tsai Fa Cheng (Bloomington: ER$8% 4 k2 thi iii4t , 1994); @ iE , Records of the Grand Historian, trans. Burton Watson ( £l
4: BRI K¥ AR , 2011).

(5] BXI , B EARSE [Xin Wudaishi: The New History of the Five Dynasties], —+VU5 : The Twenty-Four Histories (L3 : 48R,
2000); BXBE# , Historical Records of the Five Dynasties, trans. Richard Davis, 2nd ed. (14: I XM , 2013).

(6] For a Chinese version see: Ye Fan et al., #% 3 # [Hou Hanshu: The Book of Later Han] (3t 3 : *f % 45 J& , 1976). For an English
translation see: John E. Hill, Through the Jade Gate to Rome: A Study of the Silk Routes During the Later Han Dynasty Ist to 2nd Centuries
CE : An Annotated Translation of the Chronicle on the “Western Regions " in the Hou Hanshu (Seatle: BookSurge Publishing, 2009). For a
Turkish translation see: Ayge Onat, Cin Kaynaklarinda Tiirkler: Han Hanedan: Tarihinde “Bat Bélgeleri,” Tiirk Tarihinin Kaynaklan 4 ( &
A2 : Tork Tarih Kurumu, 2012).

[7) For an annotated Chinese version see: Liu Xu, ed., J5 B 45 [Jiu Tangshu: The Old Book of Tang], 200 vols., Z+sk : The Twenty-Four
Histories (4L30. #1445 )& , 1975).In addition to the trannslations into Turkish, the following translations of Jiu Tangshu are also available:
Bdouard Chavannes, Documents Sur Les Tou-kiue (Turcs) Occidentaux (Paris: Librairie d" Amerique et d” Orient, 1942); Man Tsai Liv, Die
chinesischen Nachrichten zur Geschichte der Ost-Tiirken, Gdttinger Asiatische Forschungen 10 (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz Verlag, 1958).

(8] For an annotated Chinese version see: Song Lian, JG32 [Yuanshi: History of Yuan], -+ : The Twenty-Four Histories (363 : *h 48,
2000).
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their contacts with the Khitans who established the Qara Khitai state in centry) Asig 5

Other examples can be given as the alliances between the Xi Xia and the steppe confedera; :‘"hpl(
Keraits, Naimans and Onggiits. We can follow all these events in the official histories, Whilm f th
monographies about these tribes give us very valuable information, the benji sections as we“e iy
sections also give us bits and picces of information that might be missing and complete ¢y, ga: Othe
monographies, e

Other than the official histories, the “unofficial” histories written by individya}s also g,

give us information that is missing in the official histories. Especially the unofficia] historie Of the mq
and the Jin dynasties contain information that still needs to be analyzed. Since these were (. .
nomadic or semi-nomadic tribal confederations, they included Turkic tribes within their .
the K8k Tiirks and Uighurs or any other nomadic confederation did noy include only a Slnglc cthma"
or linguistic group but rather was a gathering of tribes from different ethnicand linguistic oy -n:
espexcially the Khitans consisted of several Turkic tribes. Their consort clan Xiao was of Uighy, Origi;;
as mentioned before. But the also included Xi and other Turkic tribes and the MOnographs ang g,
information in the official histories about these tribes can be verified or the missing information i, the
formal histories can be completed thanks to these histories. For the Liao dynasty, Qidan Guozhi ;
one of the main examples of such histories. Written by Ye Yongli during the 13 century, this history
brings new light not only to the Khitan people and their beliefs and origins as defined by the Khitang
themselves, this source also sheds light on the relations between the Khitans and their neighbors
including the Turkic tribes. A similar work about the Jin dynasty is Dajin Guozhil'® written is another
good example of these private histories. In addition to these histories about the Liao an,

d Jin dynasties
which also cover topics related to the nomadic steppe tribes, we also have Song dynasty documenss

such as envoy reports to the tribes especially during the times of political turmoil on the Northem
dynasties give us valuable information about the political structure as well as other details of the Turkic
tribes who remained on the steppe."'! One such tribe is the Onggiit tribe who spoke a Turkic dialect
and who were Nestorian Christians. They acted as border garrisons for the Jiirchen Jin dynasty and
they were alternatively called as Aq Tatars or White Tatars. The Song embassies to the Qara Titars and
other Tatars during the early Mongol invasions included the Onggiits and there is information about

(9] For an annotated Chinese version of Qidan Guozhi see: Yan Jiajing and Gui Linrong, it [Qidan Guozhi: History of Khitans], 18

ed., /8 5 % % & 4 M XA T [ Zhongguo Shixue Jiben Dianji Congkan: Basic Collections of Chinese Historiography] (163 : 4R,
2014).

(10] For an annotated Chinese version of Dajin Guozhi see: Yuwen Mao and Yin Cuiwen, & BIAKHE [Dajin Guozh Xiaosheng: ™

of Great Jing with Annotations], st ed., [ 52 % 3 A< 4 M\ 7 [ Zhongguo Shixue Jiben Dianji Congkan: Basic Collections of Chinest
Historiography] ( 43X : 445 , 1986).

%
[11] For annotated Chinese versions and translations into different languages of two Song Missions to the Mongols see: Deys Peng, ”::M
BRI [Heida Shilue Jiaozhu] ( M : MR, 2014); Yuanzhong Cao, #t R i [xiaozhuMengda Beilu Xiaozhu: ‘. R‘ﬁ’w'd;m ol
on the Mongols and Tutars to the North] (4L XX : 4L Airusheng shuzihua jishu yanjiu zhongxin, 2009); Hong Zhao, Guoxioné e
Hong Meng, Max-0a 6ati-ny: “IToanoe onucanue Monzono-Tamap" : Paxcumune xcunozpagpa [Men-da bey-lu: “Polnoye "P"""WL N
Tatar” : faksimile ksilografa: Meng Da Bei-lu;: “Full description of the Mongol-Tatar": facsimile woodcut], ed. Lazar l"'.wcm, el
trans. Nikolai Munkuev (Moscow: Nauka, 1975); Peter Olbricht and Elisabeth Pinks, Meng-Ta Pei Lu Und Hei-Ta Shih-Lileh: i

Gesandtenberichte Uber Die Friihen Mongolen 1221 Und 1237, od, Erich Haenisch, Asiatische Forschungen 56 (Wiesbaden: O
1980).
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In addition to these more conventional sources, small references y,
(heir daily life or other aspects of their social life can sometimes be gathered in literary writngs of
the Chinese literati who either served on the Northern border provinces where Han Chinese fuave
lived side by side by other ethnicities to this day, or the diaries or Journey books of the envoys 1o gae
Northern and Western regions shed light on different details about the history of the Fisrks 2 can be

seen in the Xiyoulu!”? which is the journey diary of Yelti Chucai who accompanied Jinggs on h‘
Kharazmian campaign westwards.

Mongolia and partly in Gansw tha <o e

the tribes, or devads of

Other examples can be given about the Chinese sources which directy or indirectly provide us
information about the Turkic tribes who did not immigrate westwards and remained on the casters
part of the Eurasian steppe. More meticulous studies about these tribes along with tribes of other
ethnicities for the period will also give us clues about the rise of the Mongol power in this region
and despite not being able to establish empires of their own, these tribes played imporvant roles in
history nonetheless and Chinese sources about them deserve attention for the historian w0 have 2 more
complete picture of this period. They seem to be present in Chinese literature of the Song and Yuan
era, though to a lesser extent compared to the Tang period, but people who joined embassy missions so
the north or sometinmes political and philosophical treatieses completely unrelated 10 these tribes may
cite information related to the social, political or economic structures of this area and the tribes within
it. Although these works will be tainted by prejudices of the Confucian elite and cannot be trusted

their face value from a historian’s point of view, a critical reading of such works might provide us some
further information that is missing in the more conventional sources.
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