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Biiyiik Taarruz Siirecinin Yeni Zelanda Kamuoyundaki Yankilar

Enes OZ*
Ozet

Milli Miicadele siirecinde yaganan gelismeler ile bir¢ok iilkenin kamuoyu yakindan ilgilenmis, 6zellikle
Anadolu’nun bat1 bolgelerinde gegen Tiirk-Yunan savaslari diinyanin her tarafinda yanki bulmustur. Giiney
Pasifik bolgesinde bulunan iilkelerden Yeni Zelanda’da da Anadolu yarimadasinda yasanan miicadele giinii
gliniine takip edilmistir. Zira bu iilke kamuoyunun Tiirkiye {izerine olan ilgisi I. Diinya Savasi sirasinda Britanya
Imparatorlugu’nun ordusu icerisinde Anzak kolordusunun gorev yapmaya baslamasi ile yogunlagmustir. I. Diinya
Savasi’nin devaminda baslayan Anadolu’daki isgaller ve bu isgallere kars1 verilen Tiirk Kurtulus Savast da Yeni
Zelanda kamuoyunda yer bulan konular olmugtur. Yunan kuvvetlerinin Anadolu’dan atildigi Biiyiik Taarruz
stirecinin Yeni Zelanda kamuoyunda nasil yanki buldugunu ortaya koymak calismamizin temel tezini
olusturmustur. Bu baglamda Milli Miicadele’nin en dnemli asamalarindan Biiyiik Taarruzun Yeni Zelanda’daki
yansimalarinin ortaya ¢ikarilmasi amaglanmustir.

Yeni Zelanda milli kiitiiphanesinin benimsedigi ac¢ik erisim ilkesi ile iilkenin gazete arsivlerine erisilmis,
Tirkiye ile ilgili ¢ikan haberler taranmistir. Ulasilan gazetelerde Biiyiik Taarruz siireci olan 26 Agustos 1922-18
Eyliil 1922 tarihleri arasinda Milli Miicadele 6zelinde ¢ikan haberler tasnif edilmistir. Tasnif edilen bilgiler
coziimlenerek benzer nitelikteki haberler elenmis, Yeni Zelanda kamuoyunun Biiyiik Taarruz ile ilgili tutumunu
yansitan haberler sentezlenerek calismaya eklenmistir. Buna ek olarak hatirat ve tetkik eserlerden de
yararlanilarak ¢aligsmaya zenginlik katilmistir.

Yeni Zelanda basininin Tiirkiye 6zelindeki haberleri 1922 yilinin Agustos ve Eylill aylarinda daha da
yogunlagmistir. Yeni Zelanda merkezli New Zealand Herald, Waikato Times, Auckland Star, Waihi Daily
Telegraph, Evening Star, Wairarapa Daily Times, Evening Post, Bay Of Plenty Times, Otago Daily Times gibi
basin kuruluslarina ek olarak daha birgok gazete Tiirkiye’den haberler aktarmislardir. Her iki tilke kamuoyuna
aktarilan haberler genellikle Londra menseli olmus ve benzer ifadeler kullanilmistir. Buna goére 26 Agustos’ta
baglayan taarruza dair haberler iki tilkenin kamuoyuna 28-30 Agustos tarihinden itibaren yansimistir. Yeni
Zelanda basminda Biiyiik Taarruz “Kemalist bir Hiicum” olarak isimlendirilmis, ¢ikan ilk haberlerde bu
harekatin Yunanlilara tehdit olusturacagi vurgulanmistir. Harekatin ilerleyen giinlerinde Yeni Zelanda
kamuoyunda Tiirkiye’deki miicadele ile ilgili haberler yankilanmig, Tiirk ordusunun pes pese almis oldugu
zaferler “Tiirk Zaferi” seklinde aktarilmistir. 1 Eyliil’den itibaren Tiirk ordusunun zaferler kazanarak ilerleyisini
stirdiirdiigli haberleri yogunlasirken, Yunanlilarin dagimik halde geri ¢ekilmeleri “Yunan Fiyaskosu” seklinde
yorumlanmustir. izmir’in Yunan isgalinden kurtarilmasindan sonra ise Tiirkiye’nin baris kosullarina yonelik
haberler artarken, Yeni Zelanda kamuoyunun Tiirkiye’nin bu sekilde destansi bir miicadele ile Yunanlilari
Anadolu’dan ¢ikarmasini beklemedigi gozlemlenmistir.
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Echoes of the Great Offensive Process in New Zealand Public Opinion
Abstract

The public opinion of many countries was closely interested in the developments during the National
Struggle, and the Turkish-Greek wars, especially in the western regions of Anatolia, resonated all over the world.
The struggle in the Anatolian peninsula in New Zealand, one of the countries in the South Pacific region, was
followed day by day. Because the public’s interest in Turkey intensified when the Anzac corps started to serve in
the army of the British Empire during World War I. The occupations in Anatolia that started after the First
World War and the Turkish War of Independence against these occupations have also been the subjects of the
New Zealand public opinion. The main thesis of our study is to reveal how the Great Offensive process, in which
the Greek forces were expelled from Anatolia, resonated with the New Zealand public opinion.In this context, it
is aimed to reveal the reflections of the Great Offensive, one of the most important stages of the National
Struggle, in New Zealand.
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With the open access principle adopted by the New Zealand national library, the newspaper archives of the
country were accessed and the news about Turkey was scanned. In the newspapers reached, the news about the
National Struggle between 26 August 1922 and 18 September 1922, which was the Great Offensive process,
were classified. The classified information was analyzed and similar news were eliminated, and the news
reflecting the New Zealand public’s attitude towards the Great Offensive were synthesized and added to the
study. In addition to this, richness has been added to the study by making use of memoirs and study works.

The news of the New Zealand press about Turkey intensified even more in August and September of 1922.
In addition to press organizations such as New Zealand-based New Zealand Herald, Waikato Times, Auckland
Star, Waihi Daily Telegraph, Evening Star, Wairarapa Daily Times, Evening Post, Bay Of Plenty Times, Otago
Daily Times, many more newspapers reported news from Turkey. The news conveyed to the public in both
countries were generally of London origin and similar expressions were used. Accordingly, the news about the
attack, which started on August 26, was reflected to the public opinion of the two countries as of August 28-30.
The Great Offensive was named as a “Kemalist Offensive” in the New Zealand press, and it was emphasized in
the first news that this operation would pose a threat to the Greeks. In the following days of the operation, the
news about the struggle in Turkey echoed in the New Zealand public, and the successive victories of the Turkish
army were described as “Turkish Victory”.As the news that the Turkish army continued its advance by winning
victories as of September 1, intensified, the scattered retreat of the Greeks was interpreted as a “Greek Debacle”.
After the liberation of Izmir from the Greek occupation, while the news about Turkey’s peace conditions
increased, it was observed that the New Zealand public did not expect Turkey to drive the Greeks out of Anatolia
with such an epic struggle.
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